Laurie Slade Funderburk
District No. 52 - Kershaw County
P. 0. Box 188
Camden, SC 29021

422-C Blatt Building
Columbia, SC 29201
Tel. (803) 734-3044

Sportsmen’s Caucus,

ittees:
C(J)::i:;atees . Immediate Past Chair
ey House of Representatifies Women’s Caucus,
Legislative Oversight, Past Chair
. . as
Ist Vice Chairman State of Bouth Qarnlina

January 27, 2016

HAND-DELIVERED

The Honorable Nathan Ballentine
Healthcare Subcommittee Chair
Legislative Oversight Committee
P.O. Box 11867

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Chairman Ballentine:

DSS Director Alford stated that the agency is engaged in a “targeted recruitment campaign for foster homes,”
because of a lack of appropriate placements. Several of my constituents have relayed recent negative experiences
with DSS during attempts to become foster parents, and after they have become foster parents — which leads me
to believe that the agency has many improvements to make in order to be able to meet the need for foster homes.

[ would like to request that the Healthcare Subcommittee inquire into the Department of Social Service’s process
to become a foster parent. I would also like to request study of the support that approved foster parents receive,
and that the Subcommittee make recommendations regarding the process.

If this is not within the scope of the Healthcare Subcommittee’s study, please consider requesting that Chairman
Newton direct the Legislative Audit Council perform a review of the agency’s program evaluation report’s data

on the foster care process.

With kind regards, [ am

Yours truly,

\,Aep. William Newton Weston, Chairman





